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Cover: RNA helicase A/DHX9 promotes two aspects of RNA virus replication: Translation of HIV-1 RNA and the
infectivity of progeny virions on primary lymphocytes. RHA helicase A (red shape) recognizes the viral RNA (golden
wire) at structural features within the 50 untranslated region and promotes eﬃcient translation of HIV-1 mRNA, as
depicted by association of ribosomes (magenta spheres) that queue on the viral RNA to form a polyribosome (circular
wire). Viral structural protein (purple balls) in association with viral RNA and RNA helicase A assemble into progeny
virions at the plasma membrane. Cells deﬁcient in RNA helicase A are impaired for HIV-1 mRNA translation and
residual virion structural proteins assemble poorly infectious particles.
For more information, see the paper by Bolinger et al. in this issue (Nucleic Acids Res., 2010, 38, 1686–1696).